
THE QUEST

Location: Swanage
Size: 200sq.m.
Materials: Exposed concrete, timber cladding, Purbeck Stone garden walls
Construction: Concrete frame 
Structural Engineer: Barton Engineers
Landscape Designer: Ross Allan Designs
Contractor: Matrod Frampton

The Quest is a single-storey replacement house set on a steep site with broad 
views across the surrounding Dorset countryside. 
The clients came to Ström Architects to design them a contemporary structure 
that would make better use of the site and provide a space where they could 
entertain friends and family, as well as giving them a home suitable for their 
retirement. 
The internal accommodation is simply arranged with intimate study and 
bedroom spaces housed in the more enclosed ends of the building. A large 
open kitchen-dining-living area sits in the heart of the home where the facade 
opens up to make the most of the broad vistas and the landscaped grounds.
The design uses level changes and retaining walls to distinguish between the 
more public driveway, and the private goings-on of a domestic home.

With its cantilevered planes, uncluttered plan, and simple textured palette, the 
house is a modest yet striking aesthetic on the hillside. 
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The Quest has been shortlisted for this year’s World Architecture Festival 
Awards, under the  ‘Future House’ category. Hosted in Singapore and 
taking place from 1st -3rd October, the festival will be a worldwide stage to 
communicate the work that Ström Architects proudly produces.

As designers of one of the shortlisted projects, Ström Architects will be 
represented at the festival by Magnus, director at the practice. He will joining 
other competitors in Singapore this week to present the project to the 
judging panel, as well as attending the festival’s various seminars, lectures and 
networking events. The festival provides a superb platform for outstanding 
architecture from around the world to be seen, debated  and formally 
recognised, and Ström Architects are thrilled to involved in the event.

Whilst the main focus for the festival is the awards themselves, Magnus 
will also be available to meet with prospective clients, other architects and 
construction professionals during his time in Singapore. If you would like to 
meet to discuss potential projects, particular topics raised at the seminars, or 
simply to network, please feel free to contact us to arrange this.

You can contact Magnus directly on his contact details opposite, or 
alternatively you may wish to contact the office for more general information 
about the practice and the work that we do.
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